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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD (also will be inducted into the Hall of Fame)
Lance Sayler, Pittsburg
After graduating from Kansas State University in 1974, Lance Sayler went to work for KCKT TV in Great Bend, where he worked in sales, production and news. After a stint at Lisec Advertising in Kansas City, he returned to Great Bend in 1977 to sell advertising for KVGB Radio. In 1985, he put KZXL FM on the air in Great Bend. He owned and managed the station until he sold it in 1990. Lance moved to Pittsburg, Kansas, becoming Managing Partner in 1991 of KKOW AM/FM and KBZI FM over the next twelve years. 
In 2003, he formed a radio group and became Managing Partner of Southeast Kansas broadcasting which owned, KSNP FM Burlington, KKOY AM/FM, Chanute, KWXD/KHST FM Pittsburg, and KEKS FM, Emporia.  Following his entrepreneurial spirit in 2007, Sayler started and managed two radio stations in LaCrosse until 2011 when he founded Arrowhead Outdoor, LLC where he serves as President.  Sayler served as KAB Board Chairman in 1999 and in 2007 received the Mike Oatman Award for Sales Excellence

KAB HALL OF FAME
Phil Grossardt, Great Bend
Phil Grossardt began his broadcasting career in 1973 at Barton County Community College and student-operated, KBJC-FM.  While at Barton, he worked part-time at KCKT-TV (now KSNC-TV).  Grossardt transferred to Kansas State University where he was public service and program director for KSDB-FM, graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in Radio-TV in 1977.  In 1978, he joined the staff of KSAL-AM in Salina as music director and mid-afternoon air personality. In 1979, Grossardt returned to Barton County for a short stint as program director and morning show host at KHOK-FM and was hired by Barton Community College as director of college communications. In 1984, he returned to KSNC-TV as a commercial production voice and in 1999, he left Barton and was hired by Eagle Communications in Great Bend. 
From 2001 through 2012, Grossardt was station manager of Hull Broadcasting’s KBGL-FM. He re-joined Eagle in 2013 and today is an account executive and afternoon drive host on KHOK.  He received the Sonny Slater Award for Service to Station and Community in 2007.

(Cont)


MIKE OATMAN AWARD FOR BROADCAST SALES EXCELLENCE
La Nguyen, Wichita
La Nguyen began her career with Scripps in 2003 with no outside sales or radio experience. She quickly learned the business and was soon among the sales leaders in Wichita. La is relied upon to mentor and train new account executives.  She has shown remarkable growth in a down market, and takes the time to collaborate with her teammates, helping them with ideas and solutions for their clients.  

The clients that Nguyen works with have grown to trust her and she has become a trusted source for many business owners in Wichita. Her focus on the customer sets her apart from many in our market.

SONNY SLATER AWARD FOR SERVICE TO COMMUNITY AND STATION
Carla Eckels, Wichita
Carla Eckels has been an award-winning announcer/news producer for KMUW 89.1FM, Wichita Public Radio for two decades and is currently Director of Cultural Diversity, News & Engagement. She also works with other community broadcasters, such as hosting “Joyful Sounds,” a Sunday morning gospel radio show on Q92FM and from 2004 to 2007, Carla hosted the number one gospel radio show on KSJM 107.9 JAMZ.

Carla is the recipient of numerous awards including two RTDNA Edward R. Murrow regional awards honoring outstanding achievements in electronic journalism.  In 2016, Wichita State University presented Carla with the Wayne Carlisle Distinguished Service Award for modeling extraordinary service. 


FRIEND OF KANSAS BROADCASTING AWARD

David Oxenford, Washington, DC
David Oxenford is a partner in the Wilkinson Barker Knauer law firm and has been representing the KAB as Hotline Attorney for over 25 years.  During that time he has presented regulatory updates at every convention as well as hosting webinars for members.  David is a calm and reassuring counselor when asked for advice on subjects like campaign finance, FCC regulations and ownership filings.
